A   RELIGIOUS   MAN
So far, it is the How; the Why is missing. It was found
by Lamarck, a French soldier of Napoleon's day. Like
Darwin who followed him half a century later^ Lamarck
was concerned not so much with adding to the evi-
dential facts of evolution as with trying to explain why
they occurred; and, like Darwin's, his explanation was a
very simple one. It was nothing more, but nothing less,
than that all living organisms changed because they wanted to.
The giraffe had grown his neck by willing it. Old organs
could be and had been discarded because their owners had
no longer any use for them, just as new organs could be
and had been developed because they were wanted and
needed. All that was necessary was a passionate desire
for the change, and a continuous willing for it until it
happened*
Lamarck did not banish Mind from the universe. On
the contrary, he invested Life with it. Every process
of life, every tissue of life, every cell he invested with
will, purpose, design, and hope. The difference between
Lamarckianism and Darwinism is the difference between
light and darkness, between life and death, between good
and evil. For Lamarck left man his soul. More than
that, he gave a soul to every living thing. Where there
is life there is will, and where there 's a will there 's a way.
It was at the flame of this old proverb, which embodies all
that a layman need know of Lamarckianism, that Shaw and
the other Vitalists kept the torch of life and hope alight
when Darwinism threatened to extinguish it. In the
ensuing battle between the combatants, who called them-
selves Neo-Lamarckians and Neo-Darwinians, Bernard
Shaw took an active part, and the Neo-Darwinians were
chased from the field pursued by Shavian invective. To-
day the smoke has cleared, and the Neo-Lamarckian calls
himself a Creative Evolutionist.
A place in this sequence of events is due also to Henri
Bergson, Shaw's junior by three years and winner of the
Nobel Prize for Literature for 1927. For it was after
Butler had purged evolutionary philosophy of its Neo-
Darwinian pessimism that Bergson, an optimist, injected
the invalid with the hopeful conception of an Elan Vital